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Psalm 148, Colossians 3: 12-17, Luke 2: 41-52  

Pastor Jonathan     First Sunday after Christmas 

 

“The Father’s Business” 

 

And He said to them, “Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must 

be about My Father’s business?”(Luke 2:49, NKJV) 

 

It’s funny how fast life goes. Yesterday we were talking about Jesus as an 

infant in the feeding trough. Today we read about him being twelve years 

old, and asking his parents why they hadn’t figured out that He must be in 

His Father’s house doing the Father’s business. I believe He said that with 

good tone, and an inquiring heart, not rebellion or attitude. He genuinely 

didn’t understand why they didn’t understand. I’ll say more about this in a 

moment.  

 

Lynn and I both grew up in homes of small business owners. My dad 

worked in a camera store after WWII, then took a sales manager position, 

then a regional manager position, then a national executive and then an 

international executive with a cinematography equipment manufacturer in 

France and then went back to small business, this time as a partner in 

owning a few small camera stores. He spent his life in the camera business 

then sold the stores to his employees before he retired. They went bankrupt 

within a year, but that’s another story. Lynn’s father worked in a furniture 

story, then started his own, did well, and handed it off to his son who bears 

the same name as his father, and Lynn’s brother is now near retirement. I’m 

not sure what will happen to that furniture store. What we do know about 

both small businesses is that the family knows how how the business 

impacts the family more than the actual details of the business. Lynn’s father 

had a clear motto: “Service is our watchword.” This meant that service to the 

customer was to be a priority for him and his business. I’m not sure what my 

father’s motto was. I can think of a few things he said but don’t think they 

are appropriate right now. 

 

What these reflections have helped me do is to reflect on what Jesus said as 

a twelve year old in the Temple in Jerusalem. At a very young age, Jesus 

was already thinking about the family business. When I mention the family 

business, I am not referring to the furniture making or carpentry work that 

Jesus did as a trainee of his foster father Joseph and his trade. I am thinking 



Grace Presbyterian Church, Orleans; Dr. J. Dent, pastor; December 26, 2021 
 

of his reflection on being God the Son and accomplishing the mission that he 

was sent to do on the earth, as He uniquely could do, being 100% human and 

100% divine. We do not know everything about how much Jesus knew as a 

child. He was truly a human child, as it says in Philippians 2:6-9 that he 

“made himself nothing” and therefore experienced life as we do. Now he 

had great prophetic and priestly and royal gifts, but he was truly human, so 

we must understand that he was a twelve year like other twelve years olds 

his age, and yet very different. He had not sinned. He was likely in 

Jerusalem this year experiencing or about to experience his bar mitzvah, 

which is the rite where a Jewish boy becomes a Jewish man, a true “son of 

the commandment.” He would be allowed to read Scripture in public 

worship, and say a prayer over a cup of wine. Jesus was right in the ball park 

of this age. He was considering his future.  

 

Jesus had extraordinary understanding of the Scriptures for his age, which is 

why Dr. Luke records in reference to his staying in the Temple for three 

days sitting amongst the rabbis (teachers), listening and asking questions: 

“Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his 

answers.” (2:47) He was reflecting on his Father’s business. Now you might 

ask yourself why I use the term “business” when the NIV and other 

translations use the word “house.” (2:49) The KJV and NKJV clearly state: 

“Did you not know I must be about my Father’s business?” whereas the NIV 

and newer translations mostly have, “Did you not know I had to be in my 

Father’s house?” Why such a difference? If you look at the Greek, you will 

find there is no noun where we insert the word “house” or “business.” You 

could also translate, “Didn’t you know I had to be doing my Father’s stuff?” 

Or even “my Father’s things.”  

 

What was Jesus already considering as his life’s work? He was in the 

Temple learning and questioning, even at twelve years old. The first 

application I make from this passage which I have made elsewhere is not to 

belittle the dedication, commitment or seriousness of what a twelve year old 

is going through. Our youth group and our camps are meant to help someone 

this age know God. That certainly was and is the Father’s business: getting 

to know God. Now Jesus’ parents may not have understood what Jesus was 

saying to them at the time, but Mary did reflect on many memories she had 

of what Jesus told her. Most scholars believe Joseph died sometime between 

this incident when Jesus was 12 and before the start of his ministry at age 30 

(3:23). Jesus obeyed his parents (2:51) and he “grew in wisdom and stature, 

and in favour with God and man.” (2:52) 
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What was Jesus’ family business? Loving God and loving others (the Great 

Commandment, Matthew 22:36-40) And the Great Commission: “Go and 

make disciples of all nations…baptizing them…teaching them to obey 

me…I am with you always…” (Matt. 28:18-20) 

 

As much as this, He wanted to establish His Kingdom through his followers. 

A lot of the teaching was fulfillment of the Scriptures:  

…the Lord has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has 

sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim freedom for the 

captives, and release from darkness for the prisoners, to proclaim the 

year of the LORD’s favour and the day of vengeance of our God, to 

comfort all who mourn, to provide for those who grieve…to bestow on 

them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of 

mourning, and a garment of praise, instead of a spirit of despair…” 

(Isaiah 61:1-3) 

 

The Father’s business included calling people blessed who do not appear to 

be blessed, the upside down values of God’s Kingdom: to be the real thing 

and not phoneys, honest about anger issues, about lust, about marriage and 

divorce, about being truthful in what you say, about being a giver not a 

taker, about being a chip off the old block, referring to God, not play acting 

Christianity, but living an authentic life with God, living forgiveness and not 

just talking about it, not putting money first, and not worrying. Now that is 

just a thin summary of the Sermon on the Mount, but it gives some of Jesus’ 

concerns as He begins his ministry. 

 

Paul teaches us a lot more of what the family business becomes in 

Colossians 3. Paul gives clothing tips and cardiac advice there: 

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 

yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 

patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you 

has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave 

you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all 

together in perfect unity. 

15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one 

body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of 

Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one 
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another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the 

Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever 

you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

May I suggest you might now think about this when you dress in the 

morning, but Paul suggests you do. More important than the pants, shirt, 

skirt, top and shoes are: the top seven clothing statements. These are: 

1) Compassion. Caring about others today. Doing something to make 

their lives better, or at least one life better today.  

2) Kindness. Think a bit more before talking to not be mean today, but 

considerate and respectful to the people God puts in your path. Put 

yourself in their shoes for a minute. 

3) Humble. I’m teaching this now because I need to hear more than you 

do, or at least as much. I need to learn something new everyday, and 

have a desire to learn from the One who teaches best. 

4) Gentle. It’s easy to be rough. It’s easy to say nothing for some people 

or for others to say whatever comes to your mind as quickly as it 

comes. Listen and learn. Don’t bark at others. Or if you do, then buy a 

“Beware of Dog” sign and post it in your window. When others ask 

you why you have that sign but have no dog, then you can share how 

God is working on your being gentle instead of rough. 

5) Patient. Stay quieter longer. Listen as best as you can. Make sure you 

understand what the other is saying. Give them the benefit of the 

doubt, which means think better of them until they give a reason to 

think worse, and even then ask God how to treat them. 

6) Forgiving. Ask forgiveness of anyone you have a grievance toward. 

Humble yourself before others. Make amends where possible. Jesus 

was and is kind in forgiving your sins. Jesus was very strong in 

teaching about forgiveness. If you are unwilling to forgive, don’t 

expect forgiveness from the Father. (Matthew 6:14-15) Keep 

forgiving if the hurt continues. 

7) Love. This is the part of the clothing outfit that makes all the other 

parts work well together. This is what keeps people in relationships. 

This is the way forward. Knowledge puffs up. Love builds up.           

(1 Cor. 8:1) 

Now think about the fact that you need to put on new clothes everyday, well, 

almost everyday, right? If you don’t and you wear your clothes or pyjamas 
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everyday for several days or longer, what happens? It gets stinky and dirty 

and we don’t need to go into further detail. Putting on clothes means that we 

have a choice everyday on what we will be like. And yes, we will make 

mistakes and sin. When you spill something on your clothes, as I regularly 

do, or when you perspire into your clothes, or whatever causes your clothes 

to become dirty, then you wash them. Regular spills or stains require regular 

washings. You can change your clothes. You can change your attitudes. You 

can change your choices. Jesus can help you with the laundry. 

And I close not with the clothes but with some cardiac advice from Paul:  

1) Let the peace of Christ rule in your heart. This means talking to Jesus 

and listening to His Word. Hear His love for you everyday. Take in 

His peace before everything else hits you. 

2) Be thankful. Just choose to write your gratitude list as you sense the 

need to complain or be negative or fearful. 

3) Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. This means listening to 

Scripture everyday. You would be surprised what you can retain. 

Someone in our family who is 88 was able to memorize a whole 

Psalm without even trying: just read the same one for several nights 

and see how much you retain. She tried Psalm 91. 

4) Teach and admonish one another. Help each other in the above. 

5) Sing! 

a. Psalms. The Scriptures in the middle of the Bible that are the 

hymnal of the Jews and the Christians. They teach you how to 

pray as well. 

b. Hymns. These are the tried and true songs that believers have 

been singing for centuries and decades. They usually are the 

best of the best because many songs have disappeared over 

time, leaving these. Yes, they may be of another musical genre. 

c. Spiritual Songs. These are the newer songs that the Holy Spirit 

is using in this season. These too may be gone in a few years or 

decades. I know some songs you don’t and vice versa. We all 

have different musical tastes. That’s not the point. The point is 

singing praise, speaking out truth, and Scripture, and as I have 

said very recently getting the joy in return. 

6) Whatever you do, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus…giving 

thanks to God the Father through Him. This is the general principle 

for all of living life. The idea is Jesus is with you wherever you go, so 
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don’t tell him to stay in the car or stay at home or to mind His own 

business, because your life is His business, the Father’s business. 

That pretty much takes us full circle back to the twelve year old’s words: 

Didn’t you know I had to be about my Father’s business? You too need to be 

about your Father’s business. All of us who claim to know Jesus Christ as 

our Lord and Saviour, our Master and our Friend are called into this 

business. 

Let us trust Him anew in the midst of this business. 

Let us pray. 

 

 
 


